Kirby Morgan Dive Systems, Inc.
425 Garden Street
Santa Barbara, California 93101
Telephone (805) 965-8538 Fax (805) 966-5761
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Safety Bulletin

Number 1 of 2002
September 9, 2002

Subject: Correct orientation of Oral Nasal Body P/N 520-020
& Valve P/N 510-550
Products Affected: All KMDSI Helmets and Band Masks

Our Dealers have found many cases of the oral nasal inhalation valve (B) and the valve body (A) of the oral
nasal mask (C) installed backwards on diver maintained helmets. Thisis
adangerouspracticewithnoreason or purposefor theincorrectinstallation.

All oral nasal inhalation valvesin all Kirby Morgan Masks and
Helmetsmust beinstalled so they open inwardto thediver’ smouth
and nose. (seepicturesonfollowing page) Thevalvesservetoisolatethe
interior of the oral nasal mask upon exhalation to prevent Carbon Dioxide
buildup in the helmet.

Intheevent of mechanical failureof thedemand regul ator breathingvalve,
the diver breathes from the flow provided by turning the steady flow (de-
fogger) valveon. If theinhalationvalveintheoral nasal isinstalledwrong,
(opening out), the oral nasal mask will be forced against the users mouth
and nosewhenthesteady flow valveisopened. Thefurther thesteady flow
valve is opened the harder the oral nasal will seal against the nose and
mouth. This sudden occurrence and could cause confusion and panic along with hard breathing.

Thiscan bevisually and physically checked by first looking into the oral nasal and making surethat you have
the flat, smooth, rubber mushroom valve facing theinside of the oral nasal cavity. The plastic crossbar that
holds the center of the rubber mushroom valve should be on the outside of the oral nasal.

Next, thevalveis physically tested by putting the mask or helmet on (without face or neck seal) so the face
sealson the oral nasal. There should be no resistance when inhaling or exhaling except for the very minor
effort to open the mushroom valve, (and theexhaust valveintheregulator). If theoral nasal valveisinstalled
wrong, the oral nasal mask will be drawn up tight against your facewhenyou inhaleand you will have major
inhal ation resistance.

All Kirby Morgan helmet and mask manuals show the proper way to install thisvalve. All manuals are on-
line at www.kmdsi.com. Please telephone 805-965-8538 for any additional information needed.
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